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SECRET PARIS 00935 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR MASS LE 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE ARMS CONTROL 

REE: STATE 006146 

1 . WE DISCUSSED CONTROL OF ARMS TRAFFIC TO LEBANON (REE- 
TEL) WITH JACQUES LEPRETTE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR POLITICAL 
AFFAIRS IN FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

2. LEPRETTE ASSURED US THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS SUC- 
CESSEULLY OPPOSED ALL LICENSE REQUESTS FOR FRENCH ARMS 
EXPORTS TO NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS IN LEBANON EVER SINCE 
CRISIS STARTED. GOF DOES HAVE ONGOING MILITARY SALES 
PROGRAM WITH LEBANESE ARMY. WHILE VOLUME OF SUCH SALES 
IS SMALL, GOE RECOGNIZES THAT SOME OE THESE ARMS PROB- 
ABLY END UP IN HANDS OP ONE OR MORE OP THE PACTIONS EN- 
GAGED IN COMBAT. 
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3. LEPRETTE EXPRESSED SYMPATHY WITH OBJECTIVE OP OUR 
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DEMARCHE, AND SAID HE WOULD SEE WHAT HE COULD DO TO 
PROMOTE THE ARMS CONTROL IDEA IN GOE. IN RESPONSE TO 
QUERY, LEPRETTE SAID THAT COUVE DE MURVILLE'S REPORT ON 
LEBANESE CRISIS DID NOT ADDRESS THE ARMS TRAEFIC QUES- 
TION AT ALL. LEPRETTE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF 
WE COULD PROVIDE DETAILS ON THE ARMS TRAEEIC TO THE 
CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS IN LEBANON SO THAT GOE CAN HAVE SOME 
IDEA OE THE DIMESIONS AND SOURCES. IT WOULD BE PARTI- 
CULARLY USEFUL IF INDIRECT CHANNELS OE ERENCH ARMS SHIP- 
MENTS COULD BE IDENTIEIED. 

4. COMMENT: AS THE VOID IN COUVE DE MURVILLE'S REPORT 
WOULD INDICATE, THE GOF CHARACTERISTICALLY CONSIDERS 
ARMS ELOWS AS A SYMPTOM RATHER THAN A CAUSE OE CONELICT. 

HOW EAR GOE MIGHT BE WILLING TO GO ON THIS PROBLEM 
WOULD DEPEND ON KNOWLEDGE OE WHAT AND WHOM THEY WOULD 
BE CONERONTING IN SUCH AN EXERCISE. 
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